
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

INDIGENOUS BUSINESS COVID-19 RESPONSE TASKFORCE LAUNCHES NEW RESEARCH FINDINGS 

 
Toronto, ON – June 26, 2020 – A survey led by the Indigenous Business COVID-19 Response Taskforce has 
found an urgent need for additional liquidity financing and support services for Indigenous businesses. 
When asked how long their business could continue to operate if no further supports were made 
available, just under half (44%) of Indigenous businesses indicated that, without support, they were likely 
to fail after 3-6 months. 10% of businesses predicted operations could not last more than a month without 
support, and 2% indicated that the business had already closed. 
 
The Indigenous Business COVID-19 Response Taskforce brings together the leadership of First Nations, 
Inuit, and Métis organizations to provide the Government of Canada with a single, unified Indigenous 
business voice during this time of crisis. Indigenous Services Canada is a participant in the Taskforce. The 
Taskforce’s mandate is to provide analysis on the effects of COVID-19 to help ensure the availability of 
appropriate government support measures for Indigenous business and communities and to mobilize the 
Indigenous supply chain to participate in the calls for medical supplies and equipment.  
 
“Sound research is crucial to ensuring that Indigenous businesses get the resources they need to continue 
to support their families, communities and the broader Canadian economy,” said Samantha Morton, 
Director of Research, Canadian Council for Aboriginal Business. “As the economy continues to evolve and 
we move towards economic recovery, we recommend further study to understand the shifting impacts 
and needs of Indigenous businesses across Canada.” 
 
The survey of 838 Indigenous business owners and executives was conducted between April and May 
2020 and supported by Indigenous Services Canada. It also reveals that the effects have not been felt 
evenly across the Indigenous business community. The data shows that 61% of Indigenous women-owned 
businesses report a ‘very negative’ outcome compared to 53% of businesses owned by men. 38% of Inuit-
owned businesses experienced a revenue drop of 50% or more, compared to 27% of Métis and 31% of 
First Nations-owned businesses. View Key Findings for detailed survey results.   
 
Also launched today is a national database of Indigenous companies able to supply COVID-19 related 
goods for Government of Canada buyers to increase representation in federal government supply chains. 
Data shows that 12% of Indigenous businesses surveyed can provide supplies or equipment that could 
meet Canada’s medical needs or rapidly scale up/pivot production to provide Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE) (8%). Development of the database was completed by Acosys Consulting Services, a 
Certified Aboriginal Business. Supported by Indigenous Services Canada, the database remains fully 
independent and is overseen by members of the Taskforce. Indigenous Services Canada is a participant in 
the Taskforce. 
 
“Through this unprecedented collaboration, we hope to see an increase in Indigenous representation in 
government procurement,” said the members of the Indigenous Business COVID-19 Response Taskforce. 
“Moving forward, we call on the federal government to develop and implement a proactive procurement 
strategy to directly engage Indigenous businesses that can supply or pivot to supply PPE.” 
 

https://www.ccab.com/covid-19-resources/ccab-research-covid-19-aboriginal-business/


 

 

 

Indigenous Business COVID-19 Response Taskforce Members: 
● Assembly of First Nations (AFN) 
● Canadian Council for Aboriginal Business (CCAB) 
● Council for the Advancement of Native Development Officers (CANDO) 
● Indigenous Tourism Association of Canada (ITAC) 
● Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami (ITK) 
● National Aboriginal Capital Corporations Association (NACCA) 
● National Indigenous Economic Development Board (NIEDB) 
● Pauktuutit Inuit Women of Canada 
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For media enquiries, contact:  
 
Amanda Charles 
Communications Associate 
Canadian Council for Aboriginal Business 
acharles@ccab.com | 647-289-2753 
 
Paul Macedo 
Communications Officer 
Cando 
paul.macedo@edo.ca | 780-990-0303 
  
André Jetté 
Communications & IT Manager 
National Aboriginal Capital Corporations Association (NACCA) 
ajette@nacca.ca |613-688-0894 x506 
  
Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami (ITK) 
media@itk.ca | 613-292-4482 
Media Relations 
 
Indigenous Services Canada 
819-953-1160 
SAC.media.ISC@canada.ca 
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