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Oki niisto nitaaniko Ponokohkyiaao (Hello, my name is Elk Bear); My English name is Nathan Crow, and I am a 29-year-old 

Blackfoot male and member of the Kainai First Nation. I grew up in Lethbridge my entire life, and as an Indigenous person, I 

believe this has enabled me to walk in two worlds and see the world through a two-eyed seeing lens.  

It wasn’t until I returned to school at the University of Lethbridge (U of L) in 2019, that I was introduced to these terms, 

which I feel are a great definition and representation of how I see the world and choose to walk through it. I returned to 

school as a mature student in September of 2019, after taking nine years off from my educational career to enter the work 

force, and I have fully dedicated myself towards succeeding and reaching my full potential since returning to school, which is 

one of the main reasons I have been able to excel at the top of my program.  

Since entering the Indigenous Governance and Business Management program, I have made the Dean's Honor list each se-

mester, while also working two part time jobs with the U of L in the library as a student assistant, and with enrolment ser-

vices as a student mentor. I was also chosen to be profiled in the 2022/2023 U of L viewbook as one of their four shining stu-

dents, and I have taken on a leadership role amongst my peers since starting at the U of L. I am very connected to my com-

munity of the Kainai First Nation, and I am very passionate about being a role model and leader for Indigenous youth, which I  

have demonstrated by recently being elected as the Indigenous student representative for the U of L Student’s Union Coun-

cil and by joining the Community Futures Treaty Seven (CFT7) Student Advisory Committee. I am very excited and honoured 

to be a member of the CFT7 Student Advisory Committee because I feel I am now a part of a network of driven individuals 

who are like minded, which will help to build my support system, as well as stay close to my culture, traditional values, and 

Blackfoot way of life. 
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