Guiding Terms of Reference

To Undertake Research 
Types of research partnerships:

Research partnerships may fall under the following three categories: 

· Advisory:

· ORGANIZATION’S NAME may be asked to act as an advisor to research. An advisory role most often comes in the form of sitting on a committee that meets regularly, reviews research progress, and provides direction on research design. 

· Endorsement

· ORGANIZATION’S NAME may be asked to lend its support to a research project in order to increase its credibility. Endorsement of research most often comes after the research has been completed, and ORGANIZATION’S NAME is asked to lend its name to support the validity of the findings and recommendations.

· Participatory

· ORGANIZATION’S NAME may be asked to be a full-fledged research partner, where members of Committees or staff would be involved by either conducting research and writing up the findings, or by participating as an interviewee or source of study. 

· On ORGANIZATION’S NAME

· These requests come most often from students who are developing a research paper or thesis, and are interested in conducting research on ORGANIZATION’S NAME development as an organization. 
Principles:

· ORGANIZATION’S NAME must derive a tangible benefit from the research partnership. Benefits can be:

· monetary

· increased visibility for the organization

· increased awareness of issues in which the organization is involved

· ORGANIZATION’S NAME must enter into a contract with each research partner outlining its ability to decide at the conclusion of the research whether it wants to attach its name to the final report.

Process and Procedures:

In the case of research partnerships:

1. A request for participation in a research project must be submitted to the ORGANIZATION’S NAME office in writing.
2. The request will be reviewed against the following criteria:
· Advisory:
· The research is on Aboriginal community economic development and related issues.
· The research proposal has already been vetted through one of the granting bodies, SSHRC, NSRC, or SIHR. If not, a more thorough review of research methodology will be conducted.
· ORGANIZATION’S NAME will not be required to make a financial contribution to the research, nor will it be expected to cover any administrative or travel costs that may arise as a result of the research. 
· ORGANIZATION’S NAME is able to withdraw from the partnership at any time during the research activities, and its name will not continue to be associated with the research project.
· ORGANIZATION’S NAME is able to decide at the conclusion of the project whether it wants to attach its name to the final report.
· The partnership is likely to result in one of the afore-mentioned benefits.
· Endorsement:

· The research is on Aboriginal community economic development and related issues.
· ORGANIZATION’S NAME has thoroughly reviewed the final report, and is satisfied with the soundness of the research methodology and conclusions.
· No financial contribution is attached to the endorsement.
· The endorsement results in increased visibility for the organization and increased awareness of Aboriginal community economic development issues and concerns.
· Participatory:
· The research is on Aboriginal community economic development and related issues.
· The research proposal has already been vetted through one of the granting bodies, SSHRC, NSRC, or SIHR. If not, a more thorough review of research methodology will be conducted by the Research Sub-committee.
· ORGANIZATION’S NAME will not be required to make a financial contribution to the research, nor will it be expected to cover any administrative or travel costs that arise as a result of the research. 
· Where an extensive use of staff or Committee is required, ORGANIZATION’S NAME (or the individual participant when appropriate) will be financially reimbursed by the lead research body.
· ORGANIZATION’S NAME is able to withdraw from the partnership at any time during the research activities, and its name will not continue to be associated with the research project.
· ORGANIZATION’S NAME is able to decide at the conclusion of the project whether it wants to attach its name to the final report.
· The partnership is likely to result in one of the three afore-mentioned benefits.
· Research on ORGANIZATION’S NAME:
· ORGANIZATION’S NAME has a clear outline of the intent of the research, and its proposed distribution.
· ORGANIZATION’S NAME is able choose the materials that it will share with the researcher.
· ORGANIZATION’S NAME has the opportunity to review the final report to correct any errors in fact.
3. ORGANIZATION’S NAME will enter into a research partnership once given final approval by the Board of Directors.
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