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In the spirit of business investment and community 
engagement, the Metis Economic Development 
Organization (MEDO) has partnered with the 
Manitoba Metis Federation to create the MEDO Care 
Pharmacy, a community-based pharmacy tailored to 

appeal to Metis populations. Two additional pharmacies have also been built in collaboration 
with Manitoba First Nations communities, in what has been lauded as a potential game-
changer in economic development. MEDO Care Pharmacy has realized the value of improved 
health outcomes for Aboriginal people, while creating economic opportunities for these same 
communities through employment and business capital. 
 
MEDO Care Pharmacy opened in December 2012 to meet the health care needs of the Metis 
people of Manitoba, as well as all residents of Winnipeg and greater Manitoba. The facility 
offers pharmaceutical services, educational programs and supports, and general health care 
products. In its first year, the Henry Street MEDO Care Pharmacy grossed over $1 million in 
profits; the success of this initial location spoke to the need for expansion of services across the 
province. 
 
MEDO Care’s success has been unprecedented - the ten-year revenue of the three pharmacies 
(Henry Street, Norway House, and Sagkeeng) has been forecast at $60 million dollars. Their 
success has been largely due to their ability to foster meaningful collaboration with a number of 
diverse organizations and communities. They have been successful in bringing the goals of 
First Nations communities and Manitoba’s Metis peoples into alignment with the business 
interests of the private sector, including pharmaceutical companies and suppliers. They have 
also fostered meaningful relationships with First Nations Chiefs and Metis leaders, and made 
them aware of the many community benefits that can be gleaned from MEDO Care 
Pharmacies. 
 
This unique concept of Aboriginal-owned and community-based health care solutions has 
generated great interest from across the country. MEDO Care has been approached by 
numerous First Nations in Manitoba as well as nationwide, who are interested in developing 
partnerships and building MEDO Care Pharmacies in their own communities. In addition to 
the Norway House Cree Nation partnership, MEDO Care has engaged in discussions with ten 
other First Nations. The long-term continued success of the current MEDO Care Pharmacy 
locations has the potential to alter the landscape for pharmacy services provided in Metis, First 
Nation, and urban communities, greatly improve health incomes for Aboriginal people. 


